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EYE ON GILPIN COUNTY  . . .



September 14, 2009
Brannan cited by OSHA for willful violation . . .
Many readers may have forgotten that one short year ago, the application of Brannan Sand & Gravel (Brannan) for a gravel quarry on Phillip Wolfe’s property was denied by Gilpin County.  That denial resulted in Brannan filing a lawsuit on September 17, 2008, against Gilpin County, its Board of County Commissioners, and property owner, Phillip A. Wolf, et al.   

Point of information:  Neighboring Jefferson County has not approved even one new quarry in more than 20 years, and denied an application from its own public works department for a quarry.    


Throughout the application process that lasted a full year, from planning commission hearing(s) to denial date, Brannan’s corporate ego ploy was/has been at what a fine, upstanding, civic minded, “do-gooder” company it prides itself on being.  If a company was so truly founded on and perpetuated such principles, it would not insist on inflicting such harm on small Gilpin County (this writer’s personal opinion.)  That first day of the public hearing session before the Commissioners was taken up in large part by one Brannan employee after another telling of good deeds by the company, even to the point of reiterating numerous charitable contributions.  
Little heard of by the public was that upon denial of the permit application, Brannan employees stormed out of the hearing so noisily that the ongoing meeting had to be recessed until the employees cleared the room.  Outside the courthouse, certain public officials were cursed by departing Brannan employees.  

Now one full year later, the lawsuit filed by Brannan Sand & Gravel in September of 2008 is still on-going, with no trial date yet scheduled as of this writing.  The point being?  County resources, i.e., taxpayer dollars, have now been devoted to fighting corporate greed for more than two years – a quarry that is not needed now, and will not be needed in the near future, but MAYBE 75 to 100 years down the road.  

An additional point of information:  Brannan Construction Company, a company sharing the same address with that oh so wonderful company whose employees could not relate enough good deeds about it, was recently cited by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and fined for a willful violation involving trench operations.  Brannan was cited for an “alleged” willful violation and an “alleged” serious violation at a worksite in Centennial, Colorado.  (Both Brannan companies show 2500 E. Brannan Way, Denver, Colorado as their principal street address in registrations with the Colorado Secretary of State.)  

Under OSHA regulations, the meaning of willful violation is when the agency finds/discovers that an employer exhibits plain old indifference to or intentional disregard for employee safety and health.  This particular incidence occurred due to a lack of protective systems required for trench operations.  Trench operation regulations are specific for the very express purpose of preventing caveins on personnel who may be working in a trench.  Brannan was fined a mere $75,000.00 for the violation of OSHA regulations.      
There are very valid reasons for the trench regulations.  Some years back, Gilpin resident Chuck Grapes lost his life in a trench cavein at a jobsite in Grand County.    

Now that Gilpin County has been delayed, disrupted and inconvenienced for much of the summer to enlarge the corporate bank account of Colorado Natural Gas (CNG), it seems appropriate to “inform” or perhaps warn, Gilpin residents what they are in for all too soon.  But first, a little visit down memory lane.

Gilpin citizens will recall not so many years back, Gilpin County constructed a new road and bridge building.  This writer is the first to agree, replacement of the old building was needed, but has always questioned the million dollar heater (as the locals fondly refer to it), also known as the woody biomass plant. 

Readers may also recall the reason given for installing the woody biomass plant in the road and bridge building was the cost of natural gas at that time (in 2006), IT WAS GOING TO JUST KEEP ESCALATING!  

That bit of informing previously mentioned?  Natural gas jumped 15% last week, the largest one-day gain since November of 2004, with the cause being blamed on information released by the Energy Department of a smaller-than-forecast increase in U.S. stockpiles and speculation that the economic recovery in the U.S. is gaining momentum, which increases demand for industrial fuels.  
Still lacking is publicity of just how many ethanol processing plants in Iowa and the rest of the country are switching from natural gas to coal because coal is “more economically efficient.”  

The hype by Colorado Natural Gas was that providing natural gas is for the “good of the public.”  That is debatable, but for sure, the greatest benefactor will be the bank account of Colorado Natural Gas.
 Mark Twain once said, “The rule is perfect:  in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”
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